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prejudice against him for some cause she knows not what,
says I have some favorite whom I wish to promote, etc.
Until within a few months she admits I have been friendly
and kind, but since this question has come up, I have been
obstinate and unreasonable. She said she had been to the
President and he told her I had never submitted the case
to him, which she thought very cruel; that I had once or
twice talked over the case with him, but had not submitted
it for his decision. It was in vain that I tried to explain
to her that there was nothing for the President to decide;
that the law controlled in this matter; that these cases
were never submitted to the President; that when an
officer attained the age of sixty-two he went on to the retired
list, unless he received the vote of thanks, in which case
he was not retired until he had been fifty-five years in
service; that Admiral G. would have been fifty-five years
in service next Tuesday. She denied it, and under her
strong appeals I told her I would present the case to the
President, and I did so this P.M. In an interview of more
than one hour I went over the case with him. He had
evidently been seen.

Mrs. Goldsborough told me that Judge Beach, her at-
torney, had seen the President on the subject. Reverdy
Johnson, she said, had failed her; some officers had in-
fluenced him, but she did not tell me who.

While we had the subject under discussion, Seward
came in. He said Mrs. Goldsborough had been to him.
He declined to act. She said it would come up in Cabinet,
and he told her if so he would give it consideration.

The President asked what he had to do with the matter
anyhow. I replied he was expected to reverse my conclu-
sions if wrong, or if he supposed them wrong; that I had
brought the subject to his notice by special request of Mrs.
G. and because the Admiral himself was absent; that the
law was to my mind clear and explicit, but that for myself,
while I had no doubts on the subject, I should not feel
aggrieved if overrode and my action set aside, farther than